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abstract

two new species of solanum from ecuador are described here. Solanum manabiense s. stern is a member of solanum section gona-

totrichum. it is most similar to s. deflexum, s. turneroides, and s. hoffmanseggii but differs in a unique combination of straight hairs, a 

rhizomatous habit, and seeds lacking swollen margins and an apical notch. it is appears to be endemic to the Pacific coast of ecuador 

and has been named after the manabí province where the type was collected. Solanum zumbense bohs, named for the town of Zumba 

in southern ecuador, is a member of solanum section pachyphylla. it is most similar to s. obliquum, but differs in having abundant long 

hairs on the foliage and axes, acute fruits, purplish, nearly glabrous corollas, and very long filaments. one new name and three new 

combinations are also validated in solanum section pachyphylla.

resumen
se describen aquí dos especies nuevas de solanum de ecuador. Solanum manabiense s. stern es un miembro de solanum sección go-

natotrichum. esta especie es similar a s. deflexum, s. turneroides, y s. hoffmanseggii, pero se diferencia por tener una combinación única 

de pelos rectos, un hábito rizomatoso, y semillas sin márgenes hinchados ni muesca apical. Parece que es endémica a la costa pacífica 

del ecuador y toma su nombre de la provincia de manabí de donde se recolectó el tipo. Solanum zumbense bohs ha sido nominada en 

honor al pueblo de Zumba del sur de ecuador; esta especie es miembro de solanum sección pachyphylla. es parecida a s. obliquum, pero 

se diferencia por sus frutos puntiagudos, flores de corola morada y casi glabra, y filamentos largos. también se publican un nombre y 

tres combinaciones nuevas en solanum sección pachyphylla.

Two New Species of Solanum from Ecuador
a comprehensive project to complete a species-level taxonomic treatment of the entire genus solanum, sup-
ported by the national science foundation Planetary biodiversity inventory program, has facilitated detailed 
taxonomic study of many little-known groups within this giant genus (Knapp et al. 2004; http://www.nhm.
ac.uk/solanaceaesource). herbarium study and field work associated with this project have uncovered two 
undescribed solanum species from ecuador, which are treated below.
 one of the species, solanum manabiense s. stern, belongs to s. section gonatotrichum, a group of about 
five species with a disjunct distribution between central and south america. members of s. section gonatotri-
chum include s. deflexum greenm. and s. lignescens fernald from central america, s. turneroides chodat and 
s. hoffmanseggii sendtn. from northern argentina, bolivia, Paraguay, and into the mato grosso do sul region 
of brazil, and s. adscendens sendtn., endemic to southern brazil. molecular phylogenetic analyses indicate 
that members of s. section gonatotrichum form a monophyletic group that is part of the brevantherum clade 
of bohs (2005) and weese and bohs (2007). species of this group are distinctive in the genus due to their 
explosive fruit dehiscence. the fruits are watery, with a thin exocarp, and build up internal pressure as they 
mature until they burst, explosively expelling the seeds. Plants of this group are generally diminutive annuals 
or herbaceous perennials with short, few-flowered inflorescences and simple, sometimes geniculate hairs. 
this group was studied by nee (1989), who recognized two species. however, nee annotated a specimen 
of the new species described below as s. manabiense, as s. deflexum vel. aff., which he later synonymized 
with solanum adscendens. detailed taxonomic study has reevaluated the circumscription and species limits 
of section gonatotrichum and has revealed s. manabiense to be a distinct species.
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Solanum manabiense s. stern, sp. nov. (Figs. 1–2). type: ecUador. manabí: Pacoche reserve, road from manta to san 

lorenzo, ~2 km w of el aromo, 01°04'09.5"s, 80°52'32"w, 350 m, 8 feb 2009 (fl, fr), s. stern & E.J. tepe 377 (holotype: Qcne; 

isotypes: bm, f, mo, ny, Qca, Ut).

solano deflexo et s. hoffmanseggii affinis sed a s. deflexo habitu rhizomatoso et seminibus sine margine tumido et incisum apicali, a s. 

hoffmanseggii pilis non geniculatus differt.

rhizomatous herb, sometimes slightly woody at the base, 1.5–4 dm tall. stems sparsely to densely pubescent 

Fig. 1. Solanum manabiense S. Stern. A, B. Habit. C. Bud (left) and opened flower (right). D. Flower cross section. E. Stamens. All from T. Plowman & P. 
Alcorn 14334 (NY)
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with two celled unbranched, straight hairs, unarmed. sympodial units difoliate, geminate. leaves simple, 
1–6 × 0.5–3 cm, elliptic to elliptic-ovoid, chartaceous to membranaceous, nearly glabrous to sparsely pu-
bescent adaxially and abaxially with one- to two-celled, unbranched, straight hairs, these lying flat along 
the blade, denser along veins; base rounded to obtuse, often decurrent into petiole; margin entire and ciliate 
with unbranched hairs; apex acute to obtuse; petioles 0.5–1 cm, moderately pubescent with unbranched 
straight hairs. inflorescence sessile, extra-axillary or subopposite the leaves, unbranched, with 1–5 flowers, 
all flowers perfect, the axes sparsely to moderately pubescent with unbranched hairs; peduncle absent; rachis 
absent to ca. 1 mm; pedicels 5–15 mm in flower, 10–20 mm in fruit, nearly contiguous, articulated at the 
base. flowers homostylous, 5-merous. calyx 3–10 mm long, the tube 1–3 mm, the lobes 2–7 × 0.5–1.5 mm, 
linear-lanceolate, moderately to densely pubescent; fruiting calyx not accrescent, not completely covering 
the fruit. corolla 0.4–1 cm in diameter, 2–3 mm long, rotate with abundant interpetalar tissue, chartaceous 
to membranaceous, white, the tube 2–3 mm long, the lobes very short, 1–2 × 0.5–1 mm, triangular, acute 
at apices, sparsely to moderately pubescent abaxially and on margin with 2–3-celled unbranched, straight 
hairs, glabrous adaxially. stamens 2–4 mm long; filaments up to 1 mm long, glabrous; anthers 1.5–3 × 
0.5–1.5 mm, oblong, connivent, yellow, the base cordate, the apex emarginate, the pores directed introsely 
and subapically, not opening into longitudinal slits. ovary glabrous; style 4–6 × 0.5–1 mm, equal to or 
exserted beyond stamens, cylindrical, glabrous; stigma up to 1 mm wide, capitate. fruit a globose berry, 

Fig. 2. Photos of type collection of Solanum manabiense S. Stern. A. Habit. B. Flower; note hairs on stem and leaves. C. Fruit, with skin becoming transparent 
as water pressure increases. D. Roadside habitat in Manabí, Ecuador and author with type collection. Scale lines A = 10 cm. B, C = 5 mm.
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5–12 mm in diameter, white to yellow when immature, maturing semitransparent, drying brown, glabrous, 
the mesocarp watery and held under pressure until dehiscing explosively at maturity. seeds 10–35 per 
fruit, ca. 2.5 × 1.5 mm, somewhat flattened, with a small notch where connected to placenta, the margin 
not swollen, the surface with fine raised ridges radiating from the center to the edges and shallow ridges 
running parallel to margin.
 distribution and phenology.—Known only from the central coast of ecuador in Provs. manabí and guayas 
from sea level to 400 m. flowering and fruiting specimens have been collected in february and July.
 solanum manabiense is unique in section gonatotrichum due to the combination of its rhizomatous habit; 
difoliate, occasionally geminate sympodia; leaves glabrous on the abaxial surface; unbranched, straight (non-
geniculate) hairs; small flowers with equal stamens; and seeds with unexpanded margins and no obvious 
notch at the attachment point to the placenta. it is apparently restricted to coastal ecuador in the guayas 
and manabí provinces. it is named for the latter province where the type was found and the species is ap-
parently a common roadside weed.
 solanum manabiense resembles s. hoffmanseggii, but the hairs of s. hoffmanseggii are geniculate whereas 
those of s. manabiense are straight. solanum manabiense also resembles s. turneroides, but s. turneroides is a 
more robust herb with heterantherous flowers that are much larger than those of s. manabiense. solanum 
manabiense is also similar to s. deflexum, but the latter has densely pubescent leaves, is not rhizomatous, 
and has seeds with a swollen margin and pronounced notch where they connect to the placenta.
 Parsimony analyses of sequence data from three molecular markers (nuclear waxy or gbssi and its 
and chloroplast trnt-f) place solanum manabiense in the gonatotrichum clade (s. stern, unpub. data). the 
waxy and combined analyses place s. manabiense sister to a clade containing the south american species s. 
hoffmanseggii and s. turneroides. the central american s. deflexum and s. lignescens clade is more distantly 
related. solanum manabiense is the only species of s. section gonatotrichum known from northern south 
america.

paratypes: ECUADOR. Guayas: 2 to 4 km e from recinto olon, ca. 10 km n of manglaralto, 19 feb 1974, gentry 10068 (mo). Manabí: 

montecristi, cerro montecristi, eastern slopes above town, 18 Jul 1986, plowman & alcorn 14334 (f, ny, Qca).

the second new species, solanum zumbense, belongs to the cyphomandra clade of solanum along with other 
species traditionally recognized in s. sections pachyphylla and cyphomandropsis bitter (bohs 2005, 2007). 
many members of this clade were formerly segregated as the genus cyphomandra due to their enlarged anther 
connectives, which function as osmophores for the attraction of male euglossine bees (bohs 1994). subse-
quent phylogenetic research revealed that cyphomandra is deeply nested within solanum, necessitating the 
transfer of all of its species to solanum (bohs 1995). monophyly of the group of species with enlarged anther 
connectives has not been conclusively demonstrated, but monophyly of the more inclusive group of species 
comprising the cyphomandra clade is well-supported (bohs 2005, 2007; weese & bohs 2007).
 monographs have been published for species of the cyphomandra clade (bohs 1994, 2001), but novel-
ties continue to be discovered. specimens of the following new species were annotated as s. sp. aff. obliquum 
or s. sp. nov. by bohs during the preparation of her 1994 treatment. some collections recognized here as 
s. zumbense were noted in the monograph as being anomalous within s. obliquum ruiz & Pav., but at that 
time there was some doubt about their status as a distinct species. subsequent assessment of herbarium and 
living material confirm that these collections represent a new species.

Solanum zumbense bohs, sp. nov. (Fig. 3). type: ecUador. Zamora-chinchipe: road between Zumba and amaluza, 8–10 

km w of Zumba, 04°50'07”s, 79°09'50"w, 1500–1700 m, 31 mar 2005 (fl, fr), l. Bohs et al. 3366 (holotype: Qcne; isotypes: bm, 

loJa, ny, Qca, Ut).

solano obliquo simile sed corollis purpurascibus filmentis longis et fructibus acutis differt.

shrub or small tree 1–3 m tall, from a single trunk with a spreading crown. stems densely puberulent with 
unbranched glandular and eglandular hairs and often also sparsely to moderately pilose with eglandular 
hairs 1–3 mm long. sympodial units 3–4-foliate, geminate or not. leaves simple, the blades 4–25 × 2.3–24 
cm, 1–2.5 times as long as wide, subcoriaceous, ovate, sparsely to densely puberulent adaxially and abaxi-
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Fig. 3. Solanum zumbense Bohs. A. Leaves and inflorescence. B. Inflorescence detail. C. Bud. D. Flower in face-on (left) and side view (right). E. Flower 
cross-section. F. Stamens. G, H. Fruits. All from Bohs et al. 3366.
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ally with unbranched eglandular hairs and often also sparsely to densely pilose with unbranched hairs 1–3 
mm long, the hairs more dense on veins; major veins ca. 5 per side; base truncate to deeply cordate, often 
oblique, with basal lobes (0–)0.5–3.5 cm; margin entire; apex acuminate; petioles 3–10 cm, densely pu-
berulent and often also sparsely to moderately pilose. inflorescences 3–12(–25) cm long, leaf-opposed or in 
a branch fork, unbranched, forked, or rarely further branched, with 15–40 flowers, all flowers perfect, the 
axes densely puberulent (-pilose); peduncle 1.5–5 cm; rachis 1–6.5 (–20) cm; pedicels 15–25 mm, 25–40 
mm in fruit, spaced 1–6 mm apart, articulated near the base and leaving pedicellar remnants ca. 1 mm 
long. buds ellipsoidal or ovoid, acute at apex. flowers homostylous, 5-merous. calyx 3–5 mm long, the 
tube 2–4 mm, the lobes 1–2 × 2–3 mm, deltate to very shallow, apiculate at tips, subcoriaceous, moderately 
to densely puberulent, with hairs denser toward tips of lobes; fruiting calyx not accrescent. corollas 1.5–2 
cm in diameter, 12–16 mm long, stellate, coriaceous, dull greenish, violet, or brownish-purple, the tube 
1–2 mm, the lobes 9–14 × 3–4 mm, narrowly triangular, acute and slightly cucullate at apices, glabrous 
abaxially, glabrous to sparsely puberulent adaxially on midrib and toward apices, the margin tomentose to 
ciliate. stamens with the free part of filaments 2–4 mm long, the filament tube 1–2 mm; anther thecae 4–5 
× 1.5–2 mm, lanceolate, loosely connivent, cream to purplish, the pores directed abaxially and distally, 
not opening into longitudinal slits; connective 4–5 × 1.5–2 mm, lanceolate, purple or brownish, abaxially 
slightly shorter than thecae at apex, slightly exceeding them at base, adaxially produced as a swelling ca. 
3 × 1 mm. ovary glabrous or finely puberulent; style 4–7 × 0.5–1 mm in diameter at base, 1.5–2.5 mm in 
diameter at apex, equal to or shorter than the stamens, umbrella-shaped, strongly dilated distally, glabrous; 
stigma truncate, 1.5–2.5 mm in diameter, with two prominent apical glands. fruits 6–7 × 1.5–4.5 cm, el-
lipsoidal to fusiform, acute to apiculate at apex, pale yellow when mature, glabrous to finely puberulent; 
stone cell aggregates large. seeds 5–6 × 3–4 mm, flattened, reniform, rugulose to pubescent along margin 
with white pseudohairs.
 distribution and phenology.—clearings and open places in tropical rain forest, (400–)1500–2255 m in 
elevation, eastern andean slopes in southern ecuador and Peru, with an outlying collection from brazil. 
flowering specimens have been collected in march, July, september, november, and december. fruiting 
specimens have been collected in march through June and december.
 local names.—Peru: chupo sacha (schunke 5866); tomato del campo (Mexia 8235). brazil: tsetsepere 
(deni; prance et al. 16402).
 uses.—Mexia 8235 describes the fruits as having a tomato-like taste, and Bohs et al. 3366 describe them 
as sweet-sour. in amazonian brazil, the leaves are heated in water and used to bathe babies, both to keep 
them healthy and to cure fever (prance et al. 16402). schunke 5866 reports that an infusion is given in an 
enema to combat the grippe.
 within the cyphomandra clade, s. zumbense is most similar to s. obliquum. both species have very 
broad stigmas with two apical glands, short anthers with the connective not prolonged below the bases 
of the anther thecae, and stellate, coriaceous corollas with relatively broad and spreading lobes. solanum 
zumbense differs from s. obliquum in having abundant long hairs on the foliage and axes, pointed and often 
pubescent fruits, and purplish, nearly glabrous corollas. the filaments are quite long and are a distinctive 
feature. solanum zumbense is found at higher elevations (above 1500 m) than typical plants of s. obliquum.
 solanum zumbense takes its name from the town of Zumba in southern ecuador near the Peruvian border, 
where the type collection was made. although this locality is in the northern extremity of the range of this 
species, the euphonious epithet was too good to pass up. “Zumbar” is also the spanish word for “buzz,” a 
common pollination mechanism in many species of solanum.

paratypes. ECUADOR. Zamora-Chinchipe: trail between mirador and Pallas, 2010–2255 m, 9 sep 1943 (fl), steyermark 54279 (ny). 

Peru. Amazonas: Prov. amazonas, dist. Vista alegre, sector romero, ca. 1 km de Vista alegre, 06°10's, 77°18'w, 1540–1720 m, 1 

Jul 1998 (fl), sánchez Vega & Zapata 9595 (f). Huánuco: dist.: churubamba, trail Puente durand to exito, 1625 m, 26 sep 1936 (fl, fr), 

Mexia 8235 (b, bh, bm, f, gh, K, mo, ny, s, U, Us); Prov. leoncio Prado, dist. hermilio Valdizán, la divisoria, 21.8 km e of Puente 

Pumahuasi (río tulumayo) on road from tingo maría to Pucallpa, ca. 09°05’s, 75°52’w, 1550 m, 27 dec 1981 (fr), plowman & schunke 

11724 (f, gh, mo); agua blanca (carretera monzón), 22 apr 1962 (fr), schunke 5866 (f, Us); Prov. huánuco, km 474 on lima-tingo 
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maría road, huánuco, 1650 m, 2 Jun 1981 (fr), young & sullivan 634 (ny). Pasco: oxapampa, ca. 2 km e of village, 10°35’s, 75°35’w, 

1850 m, 10 mar 1984 (fl, fr), Knapp et al. 6315 (bh, f, g, gh, mo, ny, Us); Prov. oxapampa, 5 km se of oxapampa, 75°23’w, 10°36’s, 

1850 m, 13–16 dec 1982 (fl, fr), d. smith 2959 (f, ny); oxapampa Prov., Palcazu valley, río san José in the río chuchurras drainage, 

75°20'w, 10°09's, 400–500 m, 14 may 1983 (fr), smith 4023 (ny). San Martín: prope tarapoto, 1855–6, spruce 4941 (ny). Ucayali: 

Prov. coronel Portillo, cordillera azul, km 43 on tingo maría-Pucallpa road, ca. 1500 m, 5 Jun 1981 (fr), young & sullivan 741 (mo). 

BRAZIL. Amazonas: basin of the rio Purus, rio cunhuá at canaçã, 06°34's, 66°27'w, 27 nov 1971 (fl), prance et al. 16402 (ny).

new combinations in solanum section pachyphylla

bohs (1995) transferred the epithets of all cyphomandra species to solanum. however, transfers of infraspecific 
taxa were not made at that time. the combination solanum corymbiflorum subsp. mortoniana (l.b. sm. & 
downs) bohs was published in Zuloaga et al. (2007) and the citation is included here for completeness. the fol-
lowing new combinations will validate the remaining infraspecific taxa belonging to s. sect. pachyphylla.

Solanum circinatum bohs subsp. ramosum (bohs) bohs, comb. nov. basionym: cyphomandra hartwegii (miers) walpers 

subspecies ramosa bohs, revista acad. colomb. ci. exact. 16:73. 1988. type: colombia. huila: fundación merenberg, ca. 1300 

m, 18 aug 1981 (fl, fr), l. Bohs 1644 (holotype: col; isotypes: caUP, gh).

Solanum corymbiflorum (sendtn.) bohs subsp. mortonianum (l.b. sm. & downs) bohs, darwiniana 
45:241. 2007 (as “subsp. mortoniana”). basionym: cyphomandra mortoniana l.b. sm. & downs, Phytologia 12:250. 1965. 

cyphomandra corymbiflora sendtn. subsp. mortoniana (l.b. sm. & downs) bohs, fl. neotrop. monogr. 63:68. 1994. type: braZil. 

santa catarina: são Joaquim, near mantiqueira (27 km e of são Joaquim), 1100–1200 m, 16 Jan 1957, l.B. smith & r. reitz 10219 

(holotype: Us; isotypes: gh, hbr, r).

Solanum diversifolium dunal subsp. chloranthum (rusby) bohs, comb. nov. basionym: cyphomandra chlorantha 

rusby, descr. s. amer. Pl. 116. 1920. cyphomandra diversifolia (dunal) bitter subspecies chlorantha (rusby) bohs, fl. neotrop. monogr. 

63:82. 1994. type: colombia. santa marta: Valparaiso, rare in damp clearings, flowers Jan to apr, 4500 ft, 26 Jan–25 feb 1899 (fl, 

fr), h.h. smith 1180 (lectotype, designated by bohs 1994: ny; isolectotypes, a, f, g, gh, K, l, ll, mo, ny, P, s, U, Us, w, wis).

Solanum endopogon (bitter) bohs subsp. guianense (bohs) bohs, comb. nov. basionym: cyphomandra endopogon bitter 

subspecies guianensis bohs, fl. neotrop. monogr. 63:90. 1994. type: french gUiana. saul, monts la fumée, 3°37’n, 53°12’w, 

200–400 m elev., 16 aug 1982 (fl), s. Mori & B. Boom 14709 (holotype: f).

in addition to validating these infraspecific names, molecular evidence in bohs (2007) indicates that s. 
circinatum subsp. ramosum might be better recognized as a distinct species. the combination s. ramosum 
lam. has already been published; therefore a new epithet must be coined for this taxon. the epithet huilense 
commemorates the predominant distribution of the plants, in dept. huila, colombia.

Solanum huilense bohs, nom. nov. for solanum circinatum bohs subsp. ramosum (bohs) bohs. basionym: cyphoman-

dra hartwegii (miers) walpers subsp. ramosa bohs, rev. acad. colomb. ci. exact. 16:73. 1988. type: colombia. huila: fundación 

merenberg, ca. 1300 m, 18 aug 1981 (fl, fr), l. Bohs 1644 (holotype: col; isotypes: caUP, gh).
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